use of medication of proven
effectiveness, on cost grounds?

Erosion of trust

The problem lies with the politi-
cal reasoning (or lack of it)
behind the proposals, rather than
the particular methods of eco-
nomic analysis used by the HTA
committee, although flaws in
that analysis will probably form
the basis of early challenges.

The HTA committee is right
to argue that the manufacturers
tend to overestimate the bene-
fits of their products and under-
estimate the cost implications
for the taxpayer. Sceptical
examination of claims is the
essence of science, and is to be
applauded. However, in a dem-
ocratic environment the deci-
sion to fund any activity from
the public purse is not a techni-
cal task, based on cost-benefit
analyses, but a political one in
which many voices and inter-
ests contend.

We shall see how this plays
out in the coming months, as yet
another apparent“cut” in public
provision is argued through the
media, through the quangos and
committees of government, and
perhaps the courts.

The private worries in fami-
lies, the saving of money for
medical care, the re-growth of
pessimism around dementia
and the small conflicts between
citizens and professionals may
be quieter and less public, but
perhaps more pervasive and
long-lasting. Trust in good gov-
ernment and in professional
decision-making is hard to
restore, once lost, and every
older person who thinks (rightly
or not) that they are denied
something because of their age
reflects the erosion of such trust.

Reqonnecﬁng
with nature

Garuth Eliot Chalfont (right) considers the role of nature in people’s
lives and its implications for the design of residential care facilities

here is evidence that
maintaining a connec-
tion to nature is benefi-

cial to quality of life and well-
being for people with demen-
tia, but how well do residen-
tial care environments facili-
tate this benefit?

Architectural research is
under way which explores the
person’s need and desire for
nature in their life, as well as
the ability of the built envi-
ronment to provide it. My
research at the University of
Sheffield will produce design
guidance as well as an assess-
ment tool for comparing resi-
dential environments for their
ability to provide for their res-
idents this beneficial connec-
tion to the natural world.
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ice innovations. Articles should also summarise in two or three bullet points
their main points as a ‘signpost’ for practice. The editor is keen to develop
this forum as a means of bringing studies quickly to a wide audience.
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A residential care environ-
ment is a complex setting in
which many factors enable or
challenge a person’s ability to
connect to nature: care and-
management practice, various
aspects of the building and the
location, the availability of
nature and habitat, human
involvement, assistive technol-
ogy and the abilities of the resi-
dents themselves. A purpose-
built tool called PLANET
(Person, Location, Architecture,
Nature, Energy & Technology)
is being developed and is use-
ful for highlighting differences
between settings.

Interviews with residents,
focus groups with formal and
informal carers, and observa-
tions of day to day life in resi-
dential care homes in the north
of England continue to inform
the research by investigating
qualitatively the aspects that
PLANET quantifies.

Findings so far underscore
the interdisciplinary nature of
the work and the complex fac-
tors to be overcome by a per-
son with dementia if they are
to establish contact with the
natural world. For instance, the
concept of ‘time frame identity’
describes the period in life that
the person with dementia
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